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Abstract

This dissertation encompasses three primary objectives: 1) to explore
contemporary marketing theories and principles in relation to Buddhism; 2) to
investigate the Dhamma-based marketing approach in Mae Lao Village, Mae Taeng
District, Chiang Mai Province; and 3) to analyze the Dhamma Lifestyle Marketing of the
Phu Pha Fah Nam Mae Lao Community, situated in Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai
Province. The methodology employed for this qualitative research includes document

analysis, in-depth interviews, and participatory observation.

The findings reveal that prevailing marketing paradigms in the general market
are characterized by intense competition concerning quality and price, with the
primary goal of maximizing profit, employing the 7Ps marketing mix. In contrast,
Buddhist teachings related to the marketplace are not explicitly found in the scriptures;
instead, they encompass the Michavanijja 5 doctrine, which forbids harmful trade
involving humans and animals, emphasizing the Right Occupational Principles. These
principles advocate for virtuous conduct as the central focus, promoting honesty and
discouraging deceit, which starkly contrasts with contemporary profit-driven

commerce.



The marketing approach in Mae Lao, Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province,
particularly within the Phu Pha Fah Nam and Mae Lao communities, is characterized
by a philosophy of communal sharing rather than an excessive pursuit of profit. The
emphasis on morality aims to foster a society of ethically-minded individuals who
adhere to precepts, demonstrate unity, and cherish their communities to attain a good
quality of life marked by simplicity and self-reliance. In order to optimize community
benefits, a Dhamma market has been established, suided by the principles of four

levels of merit-making.

Upon examining the Dhamma lifestyle market of the Phu Pha Fah Nam, Mae
Lao Community, Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province, it becomes evident that this
alternative market does not prioritize profit generation. Instead, it operates based on
the following principles: Product - derived from self-production or sourced from
volunteers and networks; Price — set affordably, exclusively for health camp
participants; Place — situated within the Phu Pha Fah Nam Community; Promotion -
offering special prices within the community; People - volunteers from the community
adhering to a minimum of the five precepts; Process — highlighting moral development;
Physical appearance - exemplifying a modest and cheerful demeanor as the trademark

of the lifestyle market team, fostering fairness.
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